While conducting a general survey of the soil and litter invertebrates on Aldabra (9°24'S; 46°20'E) two species of Meloidogyize were found parasiting the roots of plants. One species fits the description of M. javanica (Treub, 1 885 ) Chitwood, 1949 while the other possesses a combination of characters which does not correspond to any known species. It is herein described as Meloidogyne propora n. sp.
Method.r
Male and female paratypes of the new species are from a single egg-sac population isolated from the roots of Cyperus obtusiflorlts Vahl and cultured on Solanum nigrmn L. The holotype and paratype larvae are from a single female collected from the roots of C. obtusiflo1'1IJ as the larvae from the S. nigrum population were lost after leaving Aldabra. The posterior cuticular patterns of the females from the S. nigrmll population are similar in size and shape to the pattern of this single female. As the preparasitic larvae of M. propora n. sp. are more readily distinguished from other species of this genus than either the males or the females, a larva was designated the holotype.
Larvae and males were fixed in FA 4:1 (Seinhorst, 1966) and females in TAF (Courtney, Polley & Miller, 1955) ; they were processed to anhydrous glycerine by the glycerine-ethanol method (Seinhorst, 1959) . The posterior cuticular patterns of the females were obtained from specimens fixed in lactophenol tinted with cotton blue. The patterns were trimmed and cleaned in 45% lactic acid (Taylor & Netscher, 1974) and mounted in glycerine.
A few males and females of M. propora n. sp. and females of M. javanica were 1) Present address: South African Sugar Association Experiment Station, Mount Edgecombe, Natal, Republic of South Africa. 17R dehydrated to acetone and then dried at the critical point using carbon dioxide. The specimens were then coated with gold and examined with a scanning electron microscope.
Measurements of the stylet in larvae were taken from specimens freshly heatkilled in water. Spicules of males were measured along the curve. MELOIDOGYNE PROPORA N. SP.
Description
Preparasitic larvae (water-hatched; n = 27 unless otherwise stated). Measurements in fLm (mean ± standard deviation ( rangc) ) . Body rather stout. Cuticle annulated except for terminal hyaline portion of tail. Annules 0.9-1.4 ju.m wide. Lateral field with four incisures for most of body length, narrows to two incisures in the region of the median bulb and anus and fades away anterior to the stylet knobs and approximately midway along the tail. Head not offset, truncate-cone shaped. Head cap dumb-bell shaped, overlaps first head annule dorsally and ventrally. In lateral view one annule behind head cap (Fig.   1, C) , in dorso-ventral view two annules behind head cap (Fig. 1, B) . Sclerotization of basal plate and vestibule-lining relatively well developed. Basal plate hexaradiate in end-on view. Cephalids not seen. Stylet relatively long, shaft in length, just over half length of anterior conical part. Stylet knobs 2-3 pm wide and 1-2 Itm high, anterior margins flat, concave or, occasionally, slightly backsloped (Fig. 1 , B and C). Dorsal oesophageal gland duct opens into lumen of oesophagus approximately 1-2 JLm behind stylet knobs. Oesophago-intestinal junction usually distinct.
